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CLAIMS: 

What is claimed is: 

1. V A data processing system implemented business method for implementing a 
servickcontract futures exchange, comprising: 

receiving a bid order for a service contract, wherein the bid order originates from 
a bidder; \ 

matching the bid order for a service contract with an ask order for a corresponding 
service contract/wherein a seller owns the corresponding service contract and the ask 
order originates froni the seller; and 

transferring ownership of the corresponding service contract to the bidder. 

2. The business methoa\recited in claim 1 above, prior to transferring ownership of 
the corresponding service contract to the bidder further comprises: 

conveying funds from theNridder to the seller. 

3. The business method recited iirclaim 1 above, wherein matching the bid order for 
a service contract with an ask order for a corresponding service contract further 
comprises identifying service contract options for the service contract which is the 
subject of the bid order from the bidder. \ 

4. The business method recited in claim 1 aboveWherein the bid order includes a 
bid price and further wherein the bid order identifies sendee contract options for the 
service order including at least one of service quantity, service grade, delivery date, and 
delivery point. \ 
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5 fe The business method recited in claim 1 above, wherein receiving a bid order for a 
service contract further comprises obtaining the bid order from a bidder's authorized 
intermediary, wherein the bidder's authorized intermediary represents the bidder. 



1 6. The bufcmess method recited in claim 1 above, wherein the seller is represented by 

2 a seller's authorizeiiintermediary. 
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1 7. The business method recited in claim 1 above, wherein matching the bid order for 

2 a service contract with an aslo^rder for a corresponding service contract further 

3 comprises: 

4 identifying service contraceptions for the service contract which is the subject of 

5 the bid order from the bidder, whereinsthe service contract options for the service order 

6 includes at least one of service quantity \ervice grade, delivery date, and delivery point; 

7 searching a plurality of available service contracts for at least one corresponding 

8 service contract, wherein the corresponding service contract includes service contract 

9 options that correspond to the service contract w^ich is the subject of the bid from the 

10 bidder; 

1 1 identifying at least one corresponding servic^ontract from the plurality of 

12 available service contract; 

13 comparing a bid price associated with the bid ord^t with each ask price associated 

14 with each ask order for the identified at least one corresponding service contract; and 

1 5 identifying at least one corresponding service contract fiaving a price match, 

16 wherein the ask price of the ask order associated with the at leasnone corresponding 

1 7 service contract is lower than or equal to the bid price associated wkh the bid order. 



1 8. The business method recited in claim 2 above, wherein conveying funds from the 

2 bidder to the seller further comprises: 

3 receiving notification of a price match between a bid order from a bftfcier and an 

4 ask order from a seller; 
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7 s\ debiting a bidder's authorized intermediary; and 
Wediting a seller's authorized intermediary. 

1 9. The business method recited in claim 8 above, wherein transferring ownership of 

2 the corresponding service contract to the bidder further comprises: 

3 receiving notification of funds being transferred from the bidder to the seller for 

4 the corresponding seWice contract; 

5 accessing a titleVecord for the corresponding service contract; and 

6 updating the title record for the corresponding service contract to reflect the 

7 bidder as the owner of the corresponding service contract. 

1 10. The business method recited in claim 1 above, further comprising: 

2 issuing a certificate of title to^he bidder. 

1 11. A data processing system implemented business method for implementing a 

2 service contract futures exchange, comprising: 

3 receiving an ask order associated with asseller's service contract, wherein the ask 

4 order originates from a seller; \ 

5 entering the ask order in a service contract database containing a plurality of ask 

6 orders, each ask order associated with a service contract 

7 receiving a bid order for a buyer's service contract\ 

8 searching the service contract database on the basis of the bid order; 

9 matching the bid order to the ask order; and \ 

10 recording ownership changes of the seller's service contract. 
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12. The business method recited in claim 1 1 above, wherein the ask order identifies 
the seller's service contract by at least one of service quantity, service grade, delivery 
date, and delivery point and further wherein the bid order includes an ask price. 
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^ (^he business method recited in claim 1 1 above, wherein receiving an ask order 

2 ' associated with a seller's service contract further comprises: 

3 receiving the seller's identity; 

4 receivmg an ask price from the ask order; 

5 receiving\description of the seller's service contract including at least one of 

6 service quantity, service grade, delivery date, and delivery point; and 

7 receiving a title ro the seller's service contract. 

1 14. The business method recited in claim 1 1 above, further comprises: 

2 transmitting an identity of the last owner of record to the seller. 

1 15. The business method recited iV claim 1 1 above, wherein transferring ownership of 

2 the seller's service contract to the bidderfiirther comprises: 

3 issuing a certificate of title to a buw. 

1 16. The business method recited in claim 1 iSabove, wherein receiving an ask order 

2 associated with a seller's service contract further comprises: 

3 receiving the seller's identity; \ 

4 receiving a royalty owners identity; \ 

5 receiving an ask price from the ask order; and \ 

6 receiving a description of the seller's service contract including a royalty fee. 

1 17. The business method recited in claim 1 1 above, prior to recording ownership of 

2 the seller's service contract, method further comprises: \ 

3 conveying funds for the seller's service contract. \ 
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1 8. The business method recited in claim 1 7 above, conveying funds foVthe seller's 
service contract further comprises: \ 

transferring funds from the buyer to the seller; and \ 
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escrowing funds for a royalty owner based on a royalty fee. 



1 19. Th^business method recited in claim 11, further comprises: 

2 transmuting an identity of a last title holder of record to the seller. 

1 20. The business^nethod recited in claim 11, further comprises: 

2 issuing a certificate of title to the buyer; and 

3 transmitting an identity of the buyer to the seller. 



S 



1 21. A data processing syst&n implemented business method for implementing a 

2 service contract futures exchangeKcomprising: 

3 receiving an ask order for a seller's service contract; 

4 receiving a bid order for a buyers service contract; 

5 matching the bid order with the ask order; 

6 in response to matching the bid ordenwith the ask order, determining whether to 

7 process the seller's service contract is in a cash njarket or a futures market; and 

8 processing the seller's service contract bas^d on whether the seller's service 

9 contract is processed in a cash market or a futures market. 

1 22. The business method recited in claim 21, wherein fhe seller's service contract is a 

2 transferable contract to provide a service relating to at least otoe of construction; 

3 transportation and warehousing; postal services; information; rW estate and rental and 

4 leasing; financial and insurance; professional, scientific, and teclmical services; 

5 management of companies and enterprises; administrative and supoprt and waste 

6 management and remediation services; educational services; health care and social 

7 assistance; arts, entertainment, and recreation; accommodation and foo^ services; public 

8 administration; and other services. 
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te business method recited in claim 21, in response to the determination of 

2 whether to \rocess the seller's service contract in a cash market, processing the seller's 

3 service contract further comprises: 

4 transferring funds from the buyer to the seller; and 

5 transferring\racking ownership of the seller's service contract to the buyer 

6 following transferring iiinds from the buyer to the seller. 

1 24. The business methoXrecited in claim 2 1 , in response to the determination of 

2 whether to process the seller's\ervice contract in a futures market, processing the seller's 

3 service contract further comprises: 

4 calculating mark to markertime, wherein all futures service contracts are 

5 processed at mark to market time; \ 

6 determining whether present time is equal to mark to market time; 

7 on the basis of present time being Vjual to mark to market time, transferring funds 

8 from the buyer to the seller; and \ 

9 transferring ownership of the seller's service contract to the buyer in response to 
10 transferring funds from the buyer to the seller. \ 

1 25. The business method recited in claim 2 1 , wherem determining whether to process 

2 the seller's service contract is in a cash market or a fiituresViarket further comprises: 

3 getting a ripe time value for the seller's service contract, wherein the ripe time 

4 value is an amount of time prior to delivery time that the seller'syservice contract must be 

5 processed in a cash market; \ 

6 determining a performance time value, wherein the performance time value is the 

7 amount of time from the present time until delivery time and date of th^seller's service 

8 contract; \ 

9 compare the performance time value with the ripe time value for the seller's 

10 contract, wherein the seller's service contract is processed in a futures market only if the 
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performance time value is greater than the ripe time value, otherwise the seller's contract 
is processed in a cash market. 



1 26. A a^ta processing system implemented business method for implementing a 

2 service contract futures exchange, comprising: 

3 receiving an ask order from a seller for a seller's service contract; 

4 receiving a buL order from a buyer for a buyer's contract; 

5 matching the biirorder with the ask order; 

6 transferring funds from the buyer to the seller in response to matching the bid 

7 order with the ask order; and \ 

8 transferring ownership ofthe seller's service contract to the buyer in response to 

9 transferring funds from the buyer toNhe seller. 

1 27. The business method recited in clami 26 above, wherein the buyer is the first 

2 buyer, the bid order is the first bid order, thevask order is the first ask order, the buyer's 

3 contract is a first buyer's contract and the business method further comprises: 

4 receiving a second ask order from the buyer for the seller's service contract; 

5 receiving a second bid order from a second buyer for a second buyer's contract; 

6 matching the second bid order with the second a^ order; 

7 transferring funds from the second buyer, to the firsrbuyer in response to 

8 matching the second bid order with the second ask order; and\ 

9 transferring ownership of the seller's service contract to the second buyer in 
10 response to transferring funds from the second buyer to the buyer. \ 

1 28. The business method recited in claim 26 above, wherein receiving an ask order 

2 and receiving a bid order further comprise electronically telecommunicating the 

3 respective bid and ask orders. \ 
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X/S 29. V The business method recited in claim 26 above, wherein receiving an ask order 

2 and receiving a bid order further comprise orally communicating the respective bid and 

3 ask orderk 

1 30. The busmess method recited in claim 26 above, wherein matching the bid order 

2 with the ask order is^erformed orally using open outcry oral bargaining. 

1 31. The business metho^recited in claim 26 above, wherein matching the bid order to 

2 the ask order is performed electronically. 

^ 132. The business method recited m claim 26 above, wherein receiving an ask order 

f\ 2 from a seller is performed electronicallysby a seller's authorized intermediary and further 

Z 3 wherein matching the bid order with the ask order is performed orally using open outcry 

* 4 oral bargaining. \ 

y \ 

^ 1 33. A data processing system implemented business method for implementing a 

iJ 2 service contract futures exchange, comprising: \ 

3 3 transmitting an ask order for a seller's service contact, wherein the ask order 

5 4 identifies a seller's service contract by at least one of servicesauantity, service grade, 

5 delivery date, and delivery point and further wherein the ask order includes an ask price; 

6 receiving an indication that a bid price associated with a bid order from a buyer 

7 has matched the ask price; and \ 

8 receiving sales funds for ownership of the seller's service contract, wherein the 

9 sales funds are equal in amount to the ask price. \ 

1 34. The business method recited in claim 33 above, wherein the seller's service 

2 contract is a transferable instrument promising to provide a service at a futurexielivery 

3 date and remote delivery point. \ 
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35. ^The business method recited in claim 33 above, further comprising: 

esfcrowing royalty funds for a royalty owner, wherein the royalty funds are equal 
in amount ta a royalty fee. 



1 36. The business method recited in claim 34 above, further comprising: 

2 receiving information as to an identity of the buyer; 

3 receiving a demand for service from a demander; 

4 identifying the demander; 

5 confirming that theMemander's identity matches the identity of the buyer; and 

6 performing a service W the demander. 

1 37. The business method reciteclin claim 34 above, further comprising: 

2 receiving notification of an issuance of a seller's service contract certificate of 

3 title, wherein the seller's service contracrcertificate of title is one of a transferable 

4 instrument and a nontransferable instrument 

5 receiving a demand for service from a demander, wherein the demander bears a 

6 certificate of title; 

7 authenticating the certificate of title as the seller's service contract certificate of 

8 title; and 

9 performing a service for the demander. 



1 38. The business method recited in claim 34 above, further comprising: 

2 generating a second bid order for seller's service contract o^ned by the buyer, 

3 wherein the second bid order includes a second bid price; 

4 receiving a notification that the second bid order matched an asl\order for the 

5 seller's service contract; and 

6 making available second sales funds for ownership of the seller's serVjce contract, 

7 wherein the second sales funds are equal in amount to a second ask price. 
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39. \ A data processing system implemented business method for implementing a 
service Vmtract futures exchange, comprising: 

contacting for a secondary service from a secondary service provider; 
generating an ask order, wherein the ask order is for a seller's service contract and 
further wherein the ask order identifies a seller's service contract by at least one of service 
quantity, service grade, delivery date, and delivery point and the ask order includes an 
ask price and a royalty f^e amount; 

receiving an indication that a bid price associated with a bid order from a buyer 
has matched the ask price; anc 

receiving sales funds foiNownership of the seller's service contract, wherein the 
sales funds are equal in amount to the ask price less the royalty fee. 



1 40. A data processing system implemented business method for implementing a 

2 service contract futures exchange, comprising: 

3 transmitting a bid order for a buyer's service contract, wherein the bid order 

4 identifies a buyer's service contract by at least oke of service quantity, service grade, 

5 delivery date, and delivery point and further whereiri the bid order includes a bid price; 

6 receiving an indication that an ask price associated with an ask order for a seller's 

7 service contract from a seller has matched the bid price;Sand 

8 transferring funds for ownership of the seller's serv^e contract, wherein the funds 

9 are equal in amount to the bid price. 

1 41 . The business method recited in claim 40 above, further comprising: 

2 receiving an indication of ownership of the seller's service contract. 



1 42. The business method recited in claim 40 above, further comprising 

2 receiving a certificate of title for the seller's service contract, whereii* the seller's 

3 service contract certificate of title is one of a transferable instrument entitling\ bearer of 

4 the certificate of title to the seller's service upon demand. 
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43. \A data processing system implemented business method for implementing a 
service contract futures exchange, comprising: 

transmitting a conjunctive bid order, wherein the conjunctive bid order identifies 
at least two dissimilar service contracts to form the conjunctive service and further each 
service contract ichantifies at least one of service quantity, service grade, delivery date, and 
delivery point and fiMier wherein the conjunctive bid order includes a conjunctive bid 
price comprising a septate bid price for each service contract; 

receiving an indication that a first ask price associated with a first ask order for a 
first seller's service contract rtom a first seller has matched one bid price from the 
conjunctive order; \ 

receiving an indication tha^a last ask price associated with a last ask order for a 
last seller's service contract from a la^t seller has matched a last bid price from the 
conjunctive order, thereby completely matching the conjunctive bid order; and 

transferring funds for ownership oMie first seller's service contract and the last 
seller's service contract, wherein the funds ark equal in amount to the conjunctive bid 
price. \ 

44. A data processing system implemented business method for implementing a 
service contract futures exchange, comprising: \ 

receiving at least one bid order and at least one ask order for a service contract, 
wherein the service contract is a transferable contract to provide a service relating to at 
least one of construction; transportation and warehousing; postal\ervices; information; 
real estate and rental and leasing; financial and insurance; professional, scientific, and 
technical services; management of companies and enterprises; administrative and support 
and waste management and remediation services; educational services; Health care and 
social assistance; arts, entertainment, and recreation; accommodation and rood services; 
public administration; and other services; \ 

matching the at least one bid order to the at least one ask order for a sendee 
contract, wherein a basis for matching is price of the service contract. \ 
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'45. J^sdata processing system for implementing a service contract futures exchange, 
comprising: 

receiving > hq^ans for receiving a bid order for a service contract, wherein the bid 
order originates from abkider; 

matching means for matching the bid order for a service contract with an ask 
order for a corresponding service^xmtract, wherein a seller owns the corresponding 
service contract and the ask order originates from the seller; and 

transferring means for transferring^ ownership of the corresponding service 
contract to the bidder. 
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1 46. The system recited in claim 45 above, furthe*sComprises: 

2 conveying means for conveying funds from the Bidder to the seller. 
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1 47. The system recited in claim 45 above, wherein the matching means for matching 

2 the bid order for a service contract with an ask order for a corresponding service contract 

3 further comprises identifying means for identifying service contract options for the 

4 service contract which is the subject of the bid order from the biddter. 
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esystem recited in claim 45 above, wherein the bid order includes a bid price 
and further where^I^4hebid order identifies service contract options for the service order 
including at least one of servtce^uantity, service grade, delivery date, and delivery point. 
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49. The system recited in claim 45 above, wtierek^the receiving means for receiving a 



bid order for a service contract further comprises obtaining means for obtaining the bid 
order from a bidder's authorized intermediary, wherein the bidder's authorized 
intermediary represents the bidder. 



*7 ^^Q>1 ~^>0. The s §ystem. recited in claim 45 above, wherein the seller is represented by a 
seller's authorized inter 
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ol. mie system recited in claim 45 above, wherein the matching means for matching 
the bid oreter for a service contract with an ask order for a corresponding service contract 
further comprises: 

identifying means for identifying service contract options for the service contract 
which is the subject of the bid order from the bidder, wherein the service contract options 
for the service ordermcludes at least one of service quantity, service grade, delivery date, 
and delivery point; \ 

searching means for searching a plurality of available service contracts for at least 
one corresponding service contract, wherein the corresponding service contract includes 
service contract options that correspond to the service contract which is the subject of the 
bid from the bidder; \ 

identifying means for identifying at least one corresponding service contract from 
the plurality of available service contract; 

comparing means for comparing \hid price associated with the bid order with 
each ask price associated with each ask order for the identified at least one corresponding 
service contract; and \ 

identifying means for identifying at leastVne corresponding service contract 
having a price match, wherein the ask price of the \sk order associated with the at least 
one corresponding service contract is lower than or equal to the bid price associated with 
the bid order. \ 

52. The system recited in claim 46 above, wherein conveying funds from the bidder 

to the seller further comprises: \ 

receiving means for receiving notification of a price match between a bid order 

from a bidder and an ask order from a seller; \ 

debiting means for debiting a bidders authorized intermedial; and 
crediting means for crediting a seller's authorized intermediary 
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system recited in claim 52 above, wherein the transferring means for 
tship of the corresponding service contract to the bidder further 

3 comprises: 

4 receiving means for recei^kgnotification of funds being transferred from the 

5 bidder to the seller for the corresponding^rvice contract; 

6 accessing means for accessing a title r8fcord for the corresponding service 

7 contract; and 

8 updating means for updating the title record foNhe corresponding service contract 

9 to reflect the bidder as the owner of the corresponding sendee contract. 
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1 54. The system recited in claim 45 above, further comprising: 

2 issuing means for issuing a certificate of title to the bidder. 

55/ "A data processing system for implementing a service contract futures exchange, 

2 /comprising: 

3 receiving means for receiving an ask order associated with a seller's service 

4 contract, whereinthe ask order originates from a seller; 

5 entering mean^vfor entering the ask order in a service contract database containing 

6 a plurality of ask orders, e^Qh ask order associated with a service contract; 

7 receiving means for readying a bid order for a buyer's service contract; 

8 searching means for searching the service contract database on the basis of the bid 

9 order; 

10 matching means for matching the biH^order to the ask order; and 

1 1 recording means for recording ownershi^Kchanges of the seller's service contract. 



1 56. The system recited in claim 55 above, wherein tKbsask order identifies the sellers 

2 service contract by at least one of service quantity, service grade, delivery date, and 

3 delivery point and further wherein the bid order includes an ask price. 
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7. The system recited in claim 55 above, wherein receiving an ask order associated 
with a seller's service contract further comprises: 

receiving means for receiving the seller's identity; 

receiving means for receiving an ask price from the ask order; 

receiving Veans for receiving a description of the seller's service contract 
including at least onsof service quantity, service grade, delivery date, and delivery point; 
and \ 

receiving means ifor receiving a title to the seller's service contract. 

58. The system recited in claim 55 above, further comprises: 

transmitting means for transmitting an identity of the last owner of record to the 
seller. \ 

59. The system recited in claim 55 above, wherein transferring ownership of the 
seller's service contract to the bidder further comprises: 

issuing means for issuing a certificate^pf title to a buyer. 

60. The system recited in claim 55 above, wnterein receiving an ask order associated 
with a seller's service contract further comprises: \ 

receiving means for receiving the seller's identity; 
receiving means for receiving a royalty ownersvidentity; 
receiving means for receiving an ask price from the ask order; and 
receiving means for receiving a description of the seller's service contract 
including a royalty fee. \ 

61. The system recited in claim 55 above, prior to recording ownership of the seller's 
service contract, method further comprises: \ 

conveying means for conveying funds for the seller's service contract. 
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^ The system recited in claim 61 above, the conveying means for conveying funds 

r for the seller's service contract further comprises: 

3 transferring means for transferring funds from the buyer to the seller; and 

4 escrowing means for escrowing funds for a royalty owner based on a royalty fee. 

1 63. The system recited in claim 55, further comprises: 

2 transmitting me^ns for transmitting an identity of a last title holder of record to 

3 the seller. \ 

1 64. The system recited in cWn 55, further comprises: 

2 issuing means for issuing \certificate of title to the buyer; and 

3 transmitting means for transmitting an identity of the buyer to the seller. 

1 65. A data processing system for implementing a service contract futures exchange, 

2 comprising: \ 

3 receiving means for receiving an ask oider for a seller's service contract; 

4 receiving means for receiving a bid ordenfor a buyer's service contract; 

5 matching means for matching the bid orderVith the ask order; 

6 determining means for determining whether toWocess the seller's service contract 

7 is in a cash market or a futures market in response to matching the bid order with the ask 

8 order; and \ 

9 processing means for processing the seller's service contract based on whether the 
10 seller's service contract is processed in a cash market or a futures niarket. 

1 66. The system recited in claim 65, wherein the seller's service contract is a 

2 transferable contract to provide a service relating to at least one of constnsiction; 

3 transportation and warehousing; postal services; information; real estate am rental and 

4 leasing; financial and insurance; professional, scientific, and technical services; 

5 management of companies and enterprises; administrative and support and waste 
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'management and remediation services; educational services; health care and social 
as&stance; arts, entertainment, and recreation; accommodation and food services; public 
administration; and other services. 

67. The system recited in claim 65, the processing means for processing the sellers 
service contract inrther comprises: 

transferring \neans for transferring funds from the buyer to the seller; and 
transferring meqns for transferring tracking ownership of the seller's service 
contract to the buyer following transferring funds from the buyer to the seller. 

68. The system recited in c&hn 65, the processing means for processing the seller's 
service contract further comprises \ 

calculating means for calculating mark to market time, wherein all futures service 
contracts are processed at mark to markerstime; 

determining whether present time is^equal mark to market time; 

transferring means for transferring fun&s from the buyer to the seller on the basis 
of present time being equal mark to market time! and 

transferring means for transferring ownership of the seller's service contract to the 
buyer in response to transferring funds from the buyer to the seller. 

69. The system recited in claim 65, wherein the determining means for determining 
whether to process the seller's service contract is. in a cash market or a futures market 
further comprises: \ 

getting means for getting a ripe time value for the seller's^service contract, 
wherein the ripe time value is an amount of time prior to delivery tfone that the seller's 
service contract must be processed in a cash market; \ 

determining means for determining a performance time value, wtfierein the 
performance time value is the amount of time from the present time untilMelivery time 
and date of the seller's service contract; \ 
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comparing means for comparing the performance time value with the ripe time 

11 ( valu\for the seller's contract, wherein the seller's service contract is processed in a 

12 futures Varket only if the performance time value is greater than the ripe time value, 

13 otherwise the seller's contract is processed in a cash market. 

1 70. A data processing system for implementing a service contract futures exchange, 

2 comprising: \ 

3 receiving meanVfor receiving an ask order from a seller for a seller's service 

4 contract; \ 

5 receiving means for receiving a bid order from a buyer for a buyer's contract; 

6 matching means for matching the bid order with the ask order; 

7 transferring means for Ixansferring funds from the buyer to the seller in response 

8 to matching the bid order with the ask order; and 

9 transferring means for transferring ownership of the seller's service contract to the 
10 buyer in response to transferring funds from the buyer to the seller. 

1 71 . The system recited in claim 70 above,\vherein the buyer is the first buyer, the bid 

2 order is the first bid order, the ask order is the first ask order, the buyer's contract is a first 

3 buyer's contract and the system further comprises :\ 

4 receiving means for receiving a second ask order from the buyer for the seller's 

5 service contract; \ 

6 receiving means for receiving a second bid order from a second buyer for a 

7 second buyer's contract; \ 

8 matching means for matching the second bid order with the second ask order; 

9 transferring means for transferring funds from the second o^yer to the first buyer 

10 in response to matching the second bid order with the second ask ordej^ and 

1 1 transferring means for transferring ownership of the seller's service contract to the 

12 second buyer in response to transferring funds from the second buyer to thAbuyer. 
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1 72. The system recited in claim 70 above, wherein receiving an ask order and 

2 receiving a bid order further comprise electronically telecommunicating the respective 

3 bid and ask orders. 



1 73. The system recited in claim 70 above, wherein receiving an ask order and 

2 receiving a bid order further comprise orally communicating the respective bid and ask 

3 orders. 



1 74. The system recited in claim 70 above, wherein matching the bid order with the 

2 ask order is performed orally using open outcry oral bargaining. 

1 75. The system recited in claim 70 above, wherein matching the bid order the ask 

2 order is performed electronically. 

SJ Lj^^^^^ system recited in claim 70 above, wherein receiving an ask order from a 

2 /seller is performed electronically by a seller's authorized intermediary and further 

J 3 wherein matching the bid order with the ask order is performed orally using open outcry 

3 4 oral bargaining. 

3 

1 77. A data processing^stem for implementing a service contract futures exchange, 

2 comprising: 

3 transmitting means for transmitting an ask order for a seller's service contract, 

4 wherein the ask order identifies a sell^s service contract by at least one of service 

5 quantity, service grade, delivery date, and ctejivery point and further wherein the ask 

6 order includes an ask price; 

7 receiving means for receiving an indication thqt a bid price associated with a bid 

8 order from a buyer has matched the ask price; and 

9 receiving means for receiving sales funds for ownership of the seller's service 
10 contract, wherein the sales funds are equal in amount to the ask price. 
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system recited in claim 77 above, wherein the seller's service contract is a 

2 transferable iristitHn^nt promising to provide a service at a future delivery date and 

3 remote delivery point. 

1 79. The system recited in claim 77 above, further comprising: 

2 escrowing means for escrowing royalty funds for a royalty owner, wherein the 

3 royalty funds are equal in amount to a royalty fee. 




.he system recited in claim 77 above, further comprising: 
receiving means for receiving information as to an identity of the buyer; 
recei vmg means for receiving a demand for service from a demander; 
identifying means for identifying the demander; 

confirmingv^ieans for confirming that the demander's identity matches the identity 
of the buyer; and 

performing meahs for performing a service for the demander. 



1 81. The system recited iirclaim 77 above, further comprising: 

2 receiving means for receiving notification of an issuance of a seller's service 

3 contract certificate of title, whereinsthe seller's service contract certificate of title is one of 

4 a transferable instrument and a nontransferable instrument; 

5 receiving means for receiving a demand for service from a demander, wherein the 

6 demander bears a certificate of title; 

7 authenticating means for authenticating ^e certificate of title as the seller's 

8 service contract certificate of title; and 

9 performing means for performing a service foVthe demander. 



1 82. The system recited in claim 77 above, further complying: 

2 generating means for generating a second bid order fonseller's service contract 

3 owned by the buyer, wherein the second bid order includes a second bid price; 
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receiving means for receiving a notification that the second bid order matched an 
ask ordeK for the seller's service contract; and 

makng means for making available second sales funds for ownership of the 
seller's servic\contract, wherein the second sales funds are equal in amount to a second 
ask price. 



83. A data processing system for implementing a service contract futures exchange, 
comprising: 

contracting means f^r contracting for a secondary service from a secondary 
service provider; 

generating means for generating an ask order, wherein the ask order is for a 
seller's service contract and furtheWherein the ask order identifies a seller's service 
contract by at least one of service quantity, service grade, delivery date, and delivery 
point and the ask order includes an ask price and a royalty fee amount; 

receiving means for receiving an indication that a bid price associated with a bid 
order from a buyer has matched the ask price\and 

receiving means for receiving sales funofe for ownership of the seller's service 
contract, wherein the sales funds are equal in amoVnt to the ask price less the royalty fee. 



84. A data processing system implemented system^or implementing a service 
contract futures exchange, comprising: 

transmitting means for transmitting a bid order for ^buyer's service contract, 
wherein the bid order identifies a buyer's service contract by at least one of service 
quantity, service grade, delivery date, and delivery point and further wherein the bid 
order includes a bid price; 

receiving means for receiving an indication that an ask priceVssociated with an 
ask order for a seller's service contract from a seller has matched the bid price; and 

transferring means for transferring funds for ownership of the seH^r's service 
contract, wherein the funds are equal in amount to the bid price. 
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GOVT*. Mie system recited in claim 84 above, further comprising: 
f I receiving means for receiving an indication of ownership of the seller's service 

3 contract. \ 

1 86. The system rhcited in claim 84 above, further comprising: 

2 receiving meansSfor receiving a certificate of title for the seller's service contract, 

3 wherein the seller's service^contract certificate of title is one of a transferable instrument 

4 entitling a bearer of the certificate of title to the seller's service upon demand. 

1 87. A data processing system fofc implementing a service contract futures exchange, 

2 comprising: \ 

3 transmitting means for transmitting a conjunctive bid order, wherein the 

4 conjunctive bid order identifies at least two dissimilar service contracts to form the 

5 conjunctive service and further each service contract identifies at least one of service 

6 quantity, service grade, delivery date, and deliveV point and further wherein the 

7 conjunctive bid order includes a conjunctive bid price comprising a separate bid price for 

8 each service contract; \ 

9 receiving means for receiving an indication thatV first ask price associated with a 

10 first ask order for a first seller's service contract from a firstseller has matched one bid 

1 1 price from the conjunctive order; \ 

12 receiving means for receiving an indication that a last ask price associated with a 

13 last ask order for a last seller's service contract from a last seller has matched a last bid 

14 price from the conjunctive order, thereby completely matching the ccmjunctive bid order; 

15 and \ 

16 transferring means for transferring funds for ownership of the first seller's service 

1 7 contract and the last seller's service contract, wherein the funds are equal in amount to the 

18 conjunctive bid price. \ 
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1 88. A data processing system for implementing a service contract futures exchange, 

2 comprising: 

3 receiving at least one bid order and at least one ask order for a service contract, 

4 wherein the service contract is a transferable contract to provide a service relating to at 

5 least one of construction; transportation and warehousing; postal services; information; 

6 real estate and rental and leasing; financial and insurance; professional, scientific, and 

7 technical services; management of companies and enterprises; administrative and support 

8 and waste management and remediation services; educational services; health care and 

9 social assistance; arts, entertainment, and recreation; accommodation and food services; 
10 public administration; and other services; 

E ~ 1 1 matching the at least one bid order to the at least one ask order for a service 

w 

i.n 12 contract, wherein a basis for matching is price of the service contract. 

W 

i ^ 

"t d 1 

J'* 1 89. A data processing system for implementing a service contract futures exchange, 

| = y 2 comprising: 

m 3 a bid and ask order matching system (BAMS) for receiving at least one bid order 

;^ 4 for a service contract from a bidder and at least one ask order for service contract from an 

: ; Li 

□ 5 asker and further for matching the at least one bid order to the at least one ask order and 

[it 6 for generating a match notification. 

1 90. A data processing system as recited in claim 89, wherein the bid and order 

2 matching system (BAMS) further comprises: 

3 an authorized intermediary interface for interfacing with at least one authorized 

4 intermediary, wherein the authorized intermediary communicates one of the at least one 

5 bid order for a service contract from the bidder and the at least one ask order for service 

6 contract from the asker. 



1 
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91 . A data processing system as recited in claim 89, wherein the service contract is a 
transferable contract to provide a service to an owner of the service contract relating to at 
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3 least one of construction; transportation and warehousing; postal services; information; 

4 real estate and rental and leasing; financial and insurance; professional, scientific, and 

5 technical services; management of companies and enterprises; administrative and support 

6 and waste management and remediation services; educational services; health care and 

7 social assistance; arts, entertainment, and recreation; accommodation and food services; 

8 public administration; and other services. 

1 92. A data processing system as recited in claim 89, further comprises: 

2 a clearinghouse (CH) for receiving the match notification of a bid order and ask 

3 order match and in response to the match notification, transferring funds from the bidder 

j *3 4 to the asker, and further for communicating a fund transfer notification containing 

Q 

\j\ 5 information about the transfer of funds. 

LJ 

I s ~ 1 93. A data processing system as recited in claim 89, further comprises: 

!. Li 

2 a title management system (TMS) for recording ownership of the service contract 

;L 3 in response to the match notification and for communicating an ownership notification 

Ly 4 containing information about the owner of the service contract. 

r j 

1 94. A data processing system as recited in claim 90, further comprises: 

2 a title management system (TMS) for recording ownership of the service contract 

3 in response to the funds transfer notification and for communicating an ownership 

4 notification containing information about the owner of the service contract. 

1 95. A data processing system as recited in claim 90, further comprises: 

2 a title management system (TMS) for recording ownership of the service contract 

3 in response to the funds transfer notification and for generating a transferable certificate 

4 of title, wherein the transferable certificate of title represents ownership of the service 

5 contract. 
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96. A data processing system as recited in claim 90, further comprises: 

a title management system (TMS) for recording ownership of the service contract 
in response to the funds transfer notification and for communicating an ownership 
notification containing information about the owner of the service contract to a service 
provider for the service contract. 

97. A data processing system as recited in claim 90, wherein the title management 
system (TMS) receives a title to the service contract from a service provider. 

98. A data processing system as recited in claim 89, wherein the bid and order 
matching system (BAMS) further comprises: 

an electronic telecommunications interface receiving one of the at least one bid 
order for a service contract from the bidder and the at least one ask order for service 
contract from the asker. 

99. A data processing system as recited in claim 89, wherein the bid and order 
matching system (BAMS) further comprises: 

an open outcry interface for communicating one of the at least one bid order for a 
service contract from the bidder and the at least one ask order for service contract from 
the asker. 

*100. j\xteta processing system implemented computer program product embodied on a 
computer reaa&bje medium for implementing a service contract futures exchange, 
comprising: 

receiving instructionSsfor receiving a bid order for a service contract, wherein the 
bid order originates from a bidder^v 

matching instructions for matcmhgthe bid order for a service contract with an ask 
order for a corresponding service contract, wnbrein a seller owns the corresponding 
service contract and the ask order originates from the seller; and 
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transferring instructions for transferring ownership of the corresponding service 
contflact to the bidder. 

101 . The coitaputer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claim 100 above^rior to the transferring instructions for transferring ownership of the 
corresponding service cbntract to the bidder further comprises: 

conveying instructions for conveying funds from the bidder to the seller. 

102. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claim 100 above, wherein the matching instructions for matching the bid order for a 
service contract with an ask order for a corresponding service contract further comprises 
identifying service contract options for the s^yice contract which is the subject of the bid 
order from the bidder. 

103. The computer program product embodied on ^computer readable medium recited 
in claim 100 above, wherein the bid order includes a bid price and further wherein the bid 
order identifies service contract options for the service ordervincluding at least one of 
service quantity, service grade, delivery date, and delivery point 

104. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claim 100 above, wherein the receiving instructions for receiving a bid order for a 
service contract further comprises obtaining the bid order from a bidder's authorized 
intermediary, wherein the bidder's authorized intermediary represents the bidder. 



405. Th^eomputer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claim 100 abov^^lp^i 11 the seller is represented by a seller's authorized 
intermediary. 
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\X 1 06. \ The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 

( 2 in clairtr^O above, wherein the matching instructions for matching the bid order for a 

3 service contract with an ask order for a corresponding service contract further comprises: 

4 identifying instructions for identifying service contract options for the service 

5 contract which is rhe subject of the bid order from the bidder, wherein the service 

6 contract options for me service order includes at least one of service quantity, service 

7 grade, delivery date, and delivery point; 

8 searching instructrons for searching a plurality of available service contracts for at 

9 least one corresponding sendee contract, wherein the corresponding service contract 

10 includes service contract options that correspond to the service contract which is the 

1 1 subject of the bid from the bidde 

12 identifying instructions forNidentifying at least one corresponding service contract 

1 3 from the plurality of available service contract; 

14 comparing instructions for comparing a bid price associated with the bid order 

1 5 with each ask price associated with each\sk order for the identified at least one 

16 corresponding service contract; and 

17 identifying instructions for identifying^ least one corresponding service contract 

18 having a price match, wherein the ask price of the, ask order associated with the at least 

19 one corresponding service contract is lower than or\qual to the bid price associated with 

20 the bid order. 



1 107. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 

2 in claim 100 above, wherein the conveying instructions for conveying funds from the 

3 bidder to the seller further comprises: 

4 receiving instructions for receiving notification of a price\patch between a bid 

5 order from a bidder and an ask order from a seller; 

6 debiting instructions for debiting a bidder's authorized intermediary; and 

7 crediting instructions for crediting a seller's authorized intermediary. 
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08. XThe computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claim lOT^^ata^ye, wherein the transferring instructions for transferring ownership of the 
corresponding service^OQtract to the bidder further comprises: 

receiving instructions fbf^eceiving notification of funds being transferred from 
the bidder to the seller for the correspbi^Iing service contract; 

accessing instructions for accessingVtitle record for the corresponding service 
contract; and 

updating instructions for updating the title recbj^ for the corresponding service 
contract to reflect the bidder as the owner of the corresponding service contract. 



i J 
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1 1 09. The computer program product embodied on a computer readaBle medium recited 

2 in claim 100 above, further comprising: 

3 issuing instructions for issuing a certificate of title to the bidder. 

My A oata processing system implemented computer program product embodied on a 

2 computer readme medium for implementing a service contract futures exchange, 

3 comprising: 

4 receiving instructKms for receiving an ask order associated with a seller's service 

5 contract, wherein the ask order OTiginates from a seller; 

6 entering instructions for entering the ask order in a service contract database 

7 containing a plurality of ask orders, each iilsk order associated with a service contract; 

8 receiving instructions for receiving a bni order for a buyer's service contract; 

9 searching instructions for searching the sem^e contract database on the basis of 

10 the bid order; 

1 1 matching instructions for matching the bid order to 'the ask order; and 

12 recording instructions for recording ownership changes oi^he seller's service 

13 contract. 
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1 L The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claiiqi 110 above, wherein the ask order identifies the seller's service contract by at 
least one\>f service quantity, service grade, delivery date, and delivery point and further 
wherein the^bid order includes an ask price. 

112. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claim 110 above, wherein the receiving instructions for receiving an ask order 
associated with a seller'svservice contract further comprises: 

receiving instructions for receiving the seller's identity; 

receiving instractionsNbr receiving an ask price from the ask order; 

receiving instructions foi\receiving a description of the seller's service contract 
including at least on of service quahtity, service grade, delivery date, and delivery point; 
and \ 

receiving instructions for receiving a title to the seller's service contract. 

113. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claim 110 above, further comprises: \ 

transmitting instructions for transmitting aiv identity of the last owner of record to 
the seller. \ 

114. The computer program product embodied on a cornnuter readable medium recited 
in claim 110 above, wherein the transferring instructions forVansferring ownership of the 
seller's service contract to the bidder further comprises: \ 

issuing instructions for issuing a certificate of title to a buyer. 

115. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claim 110 above, wherein the receiving instructions for receiving an afck order 
associated with a seller's service contract further comprises: \ 

receiving instructions for receiving the seller's identity; \ 
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receiving instructions for receiving a royalty owners identity; 
receiving instructions for receiving an ask price from the ask order; and 

7 receiving instructions for receiving a description of the seller's service contract 

8 including a royalty fee. 

1 116. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 

2 in claim 110 above, pnor to the recording instructions for recording ownership of the 

3 seller's service contract, method further comprises: 

4 conveying instructions for conveying funds for the seller's service contract. 

1 117. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 

2 in claim 116 above, the conveying instructions for conveying funds for the seller's service 

3 contract further comprises: \ 

4 transferring instructions for transferring funds from the buyer to the seller; and 

5 escrowing instructions for escrowing ^inds for a royalty owner based on a royalty 

6 fee. \ 

1 118. The computer program product embodied on\computer readable medium recited 

2 in claim 110, further comprises: \ 

3 transmitting instructions for transmitting an identitVof a last titleholder of record 

4 to the seller. \ 

1 119. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 

2 in claim 110, further comprises: \ 

3 issuing instructions for issuing a certificate of title to the buyer;Vid 

4 transmitting instructions for transmitting an identity of the buyer t\the seller. 
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^J^O. v A data processing system implemented computer program product embodied on a 
,/ computehxeadable medium for implementing a service contract futures exchange, 
comprising-v 

receiving instructions for receiving an ask order for a seller's service contract; 

receiving instructions for receiving a bid order for a buyer's service contract; 

matching instructions for matching the bid order with the ask order; 

determining instructions for determining whether to process the seller's service 
contract is in a cash marke^ or a futures market, in response to matching the bid order 
with the ask order; and 

processing instructions for processing the seller's service contract based on 
whether the seller's service contrabl is processed in a cash market or a futures market. 



121. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claim 120, wherein the seller's service contract is a transferable contract to provide a 
service relating to at least one of construction: transportation and warehousing; postal 
services; information; real estate and rental anck leasing; financial and insurance; 
professional, scientific, and technical services; management of companies and 
enterprises; administrative and support and waste management and remediation services; 
educational services; health care and social assistance*Wts, entertainment, and recreation; 
accommodation and food services; public administration;Wd other services. 



122. The computer program product embodied on a computet readable medium recited 
in claim 120, processing instructions for processing the seller's service contract, in 
response to the determination to process the seller's service contract\p a cash market, 
further comprises: 

transferring instructions for transferring funds from the buyer to the seller; and 
transferring instructions for transferring tracking ownership of the seller's service 
contract to the buyer following transferring funds from the buyer to the seller) 
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^23. lW computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claim 120, processing instructions for processing the seller's service contract in 
response to the determination to process the seller's service contract in a futures market, 
further comprised 

calculating instructions for calculating mark to market time, wherein all futures 
service contracts are processed at mark to market time; 

determining instructions for determining whether present time is equal to mark to 
market time; \ 

transferring instructions for transferring funds from the buyer to the seller on the 
basis of present time being equal to^mark to market time, ; and 

transferring instructions for transferring ownership of the seller's service contract 
to the buyer in response to transferring funds from the buyer to the seller. 

124. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claim 120, wherein the determining instructions for determining whether to process the 
seller's service contract is in a cash market or a futures market further comprises: 

getting instructions for getting a ripe time value for the seller's service contract, 
wherein the ripe time value is an amount of time prior tto delivery time that the seller's 
service contract must be processed in a cash market; \ 

determining instructions for determining a performance time value, wherein the 
performance time value is the amount of time from the present time until delivery time 
and date of the seller's service contract; \ 

comparing instructions for comparing the performance tirm. value with the ripe 
time value for the seller's contract, wherein the seller's service contract is processed in a 
futures market only if the performance time value is greater than the ripte time value, 
otherwise the seller's contract is processed in a cash market. \ 
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data processing system implemented computer program product embodied on a 

2 ( computer^eadable medium for implementing a service contract futures exchange, 

3 comprising:' 

4 receiving instructions for receiving an ask order from a seller for a seller's service 

5 contract; 

6 receiving insfcmctions for receiving a bid order from a buyer for a buyer's contract; 

7 matching instructions for matching the bid order with the ask order; 

8 transferring instructions for transferring funds from the buyer to the seller in 

9 response to matching the bickorder with the ask order; and 

10 transferring instructioiikfor transferring ownership of the seller's service contract 

11 to the buyer in response to transferring funds from the buyer to the seller. 

1 126. The computer program produci\embodied on a computer readable medium recited 

2 in claim 125 above, wherein the buyer is\he first buyer, the bid order is the first bid 

3 order, the ask order is the first ask order, thV buyer's contract is a first buyer's contract and 

4 the computer program product further compmes: 

5 receiving instructions for receiving a second ask order from the buyer for the 

6 seller's service contract; 

7 receiving instructions for receiving a second tJi^l order from a second buyer for a 

8 second buyer's contract; 

9 matching instructions for matching the second bid ()^er bid order with the second 

10 ask order; 

1 1 transferring instructions for transferring funds from the sebond buyer to the first 

12 buyer in response to matching the second bid order with the second adc order; and 

13 transferring instructions for transferring ownership of the seller'ssservice contract 

14 to the second buyer in response to transferring funds from the second buyei\to the buyer. 



1 1 27. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 

2 in claim 126 above, wherein the receiving instructions for receiving an ask order anfcj 
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a bid order further comprise electronically telecommunicating the respective 
s. 

128. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claim 126 above, wherein the receiving instructions for receiving an ask order and 
receiving a bid order further comprise orally communicating the respective bid and ask 
orders. 



129. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claim 126 above, wherein the matching instructions for matching the bid order with the 
ask order is performed orally using open outcry oral bargaining. 

13# The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claim 126sabove, wherein the matching instructions for matching the bid order the ask 
order is performed electronically. 

131. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claim 126 above, wherein the receiving instructions for receiving an ask order from a 
seller is performed electronically by a seller's authorized intermediary and further 
wherein matching the bid order with the ask order is performed orally using open outcry 
oral bargaining. \, 

132. A data processing system implementokcomputer program product embodied on a 
computer readable medium for implementing a sehrice contract futures exchange, 
comprising: \^ 

transmitting instructions for transmitting an ask oraer for a seller's service 
contract, wherein the ask order identifies a seller's service contract by at least one of 
service quantity, service grade, delivery date, and delivery pointed further wherein the 
ask order includes and ask price; \ 
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jeiving instructions for receiving an indication that a bid price associated with a 
9 bid order frornVboj^er has matched the ask price; and 

10 receiving instmctions^fetreceiving sales funds for ownership of the seller's 

1 1 service contract, wherein the sales funds^re equal in amount to the ask price. 



1 133. The computer program product embodied olaa computer readable medium recited 

2 in claim 132 above, wherein the seller's service contracKs a transferable instrument 

3 promising to provide a service at a future delivery date and remote delivery point. 



nj 
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1 1 34. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 

2 in claim 132 above, further comprising: 

3 escrowing instructions for escrowing royalty funds for a royalty owner, wherein 

4 the royalty funds are equal in amount to a royalty fee. 

135. hhe computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 

2 /in claim lilB^bove, further comprising: 

3 receiving^nstructions for receiving information as to an identity of the buyer; 

4 receiving infractions for receiving a demand for service from a demander; 

5 identifying instructions for identifying the demander; 

6 confirming instruction^ for confirming the demander's identity matches the 

7 identity of the buyer; and 

8 performing instructions for performing a service for the demander. 



1 136. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 

2 in claim 133 above, further comprising: 

3 receiving instructions for receiving notificatidfo of an issuance of a seller's service 

4 contract certificate of title, wherein the seller's service contract certificate of title is one of 

5 a transferable instrument and a nontransferable instrument; 
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/ teceiving instructions for receiving a demand for service from a demander, 
wherein tW demander bears a certificate of title; 

authenticating instructions for authenticating the certificate of title as the seller's 
service contraoscertificate of title; and 

performinginstructions for performing a service for the demander. 

137. The computer program product embodied on a computer readable medium recited 
in claim 133 above, further comprising: 

generating instructions ibr generating a second bid order for seller's service 
contract owned by the buyer, wherein the second bid order includes a second bid price; 

receiving instructions for receiving a notification the second bid order matched an 
ask order for the seller's service contraci^and 

making instructions for making avaHable second sales funds for ownership of the 
seller's service contract, wherein the second sales funds are equal in amount to a second 
ask price. \ 

138. A data processing system implemented computer program product embodied on a 
computer readable medium for implementing a service contract futures exchange, 
comprising: \ 

contracting instructions for contracting for a secondary service from a secondary 
service provider; \ 

generating instructions for generating an ask order, wherem the ask order is for a 
seller's service contract and further wherein the ask order identifies \ seller's service 
contract by at least one of service quantity, service grade, delivery datV and delivery 
point and the ask order includes an ask price and a royalty fee amount; \ 

receiving instructions for receiving an indication that a bid price associated with a 
bid order from a buyer has matched the ask price; and \ 
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°W ^ X ireceiving instructions for receiving sales funds for ownership of the seller's 

13 service extract, wherein the sales funds are equal in amount to the ask price less the 

14 royalty fee.\ 

1 1 39. A data processing system implemented computer program product embodied on a 

2 computer readable medium for implementing a service contract futures exchange, 

3 comprising: \ 

4 transmitting instructions for transmitting a bid order for a buyer's service contract, 

5 wherein the bid order identifies a buyer's service contract by at least one of service 

6 quantity, service grade, deliveiydate, and delivery point and further wherein the bid 

7 order includes a bid price; \ 

8 receiving instructions for receiving an indication that an ask price associated with 

9 an ask order for a seller's service contract from a seller has matched the bid price; and 

10 transferring instructions for transferring funds for ownership of the seller's service 

1 1 contract, wherein the funds are equal in amount to the bid price. 

1 1 40. The computer program product embodied Cm a computer readable medium recited 

2 in claim 139 above, further comprising: \ 

3 receiving instructions for receiving an indication^ ownership of the seller's 

4 service contract. \ 

1 141 . The computer program product embodied on a computerseadable medium recited 

2 in claim 139 above, further comprising: \ ' 

3 receiving instructions for receiving a certificate of title for the\eller's service 

4 contract, wherein the seller's service contract certificate of title is one of\ transferable 

5 instrument entitling a bearer of the certificate of title to the seller's service ufcon demand. 
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7 Mv /i 42. \ A data processing system implemented computer program product embodied on a 

2 f compute^readable medium for implementing a service contract futures exchange, 

3 comprising: 

4 transmittiri^instructions for transmitting a conjunctive bid order, wherein the 

5 conjunctive bid order ratifies at least two dissimilar service contracts to form the 

6 conjunctive service and fuhher each service contract identifies at least one of service 

7 quantity, service grade, deliver date, and delivery point and further wherein the 

8 conjunctive bid order includes a conjunctive bid price comprising a separate bid price for 

9 each service contract; 

10 receiving instructions for receiving an indication that a first ask price associated 

3 1 1 with a first ask order for a first seller's service contract from a first seller has matched one 

L n 1 2 bid price from the conjunctive order; 

i . : 

v t 13 receiving instructions for receiving an indication that a last ask price associated 

W \ 

M 14 with a last ask order for a last seller's service contract from a last seller has matched a last 

Lii \ 

Pi] 1 5 bid price from the conjunctive order, thereby completely matching the conjunctive bid 

^ 16 order; and 

17 transferring instructions for transferring funds for ownership of the first seller's 

18 service contract and the last seller's service contract, wherein tnfe^funds are equal in 

19 amount to the conjunctive bid price. 

1 143. A data processing system implemented computer program product embodied on a 

2 computer readable medium for implementing a service contract futures exchange, 

3 comprising: 

4 receiving instructions for receiving at least one bid order and at least one ask 

5 order for a service contract, wherein the service contract is a transferable contract to 

6 provide a service relating to at least one of construction; transportation and warehousing; 

7 postal services; information; real estate and rental and leasing; financial and insurance; 

8 professional, scientific, and technical services; management of companies and 

9 enterprises; administrative and support and waste management and remediation services; 
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10 educational services; health care and social assistance; arts, entertainment, and recreation; 

1 1 accommodation and food services; public administration; and other services; and 

12 matching instructions for matching the at least one bid order to the at least one ask 

13 order for a service contract, wherein a basis for matching is a price for the service 

14 contract. 




